NOBEL
compelled to establish a series of sentry posts for the protection of
their pipe line, armed watchmen keeping guard lest an attack
should be made upon them.
Production rapidly increased. Wo have ment ioned certain figures
for the year 1872, Tea years later, 680,000 tons were pumped
through the pipe lines to Baku. In 1872 the price was ys. gd.
and in the year 1884 it had fallen to 2s, (id. The production of
refined oil, which did not amount to quite 100,000 tons in 1878, had
increased to over 200,000 tons by 1883. These facts are taken
from an English book by Charles Marvin, called The Region of
Eternal Fire, published in 1884, the descriptions in which give
perhaps the best picture of the achievements of the Nobel brothers.
" Yet these two Swedes, Robert, and Liulwif* Nobel " he writes,
" have as completely revolutionised the Russian petroleum in-
dustry, and the Russian industrial and political position in the
Caspian as Alfred Nobel has transformed mining operations and the
art of war, and given incalculable power to democracy, by his
discovery of dynamite/'
Nobel Brothers' Petroleum Production Company now control a
capital of £1,500,000 sterling, paying on an average a dividend of
twenty per cent. At the oil fields of Balakhani they have over
forty wells, of which fourteen are " fountains/' One of the latter,
as I have already said, yielded last year 112,000 tons of crude oil in
a month. Two pipe-lines, each eight miles long, and able to convey
4,000,000 barrels yearly, connect the wells with the refinery in the
Black Town of Baku* „ . . The refinery covers more than a mile of
ground* . . . Each of its large refuse reservoirs holds 4,000,000
gallons of liquid fuel at a time. On the Caspian the firm have
twelve large cistern steamers, costing over £250,000 sterling;
twelve steamers and forty barges on the Volga, and a dockyard at
Astrakhan, costing collectively £180,000; besides * which, they
charter a large number of schooners and barges every season from
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